
SEMINAR ON AERO MAY 2022
HOW TO IMPROVE YOUR EXHIBIT

THANK YOU MR. LONGHI AND MR. 
RICCITELLI FOR SPLENDID PRESENTATIONS.

THIS WAS EXELLENT!



DEVELOPMENT OF THE AERO CLASS:

• POINTS OF IMPORTANCE FOR THE EXHIBITOR:
• - THE JUDGING RULES IN PRACTICE.
• - HOW TO MAKE THE BEST PRESENTATION POSSIBLE.
• - HOW TO EXPLAIN THE COMPOSITION OF THE EXHIBIT.
• - WHAT CAN I INCLUDE IN THE EXHIBIT.
• - READING AND UNDERSTANDING THE RULES.
• - HOW TO MAKE AN INTRODUCTION PAGE.



SHORT HISTORICAL BACKGROUND FOR AEROPHIL.
• FIRST AERO TRANSPORT OF MAIL : 1911 IN INDIA
• EXHIBITION OF PHILATELY – FIRST TRACES IN PARIS 1867
• FIRST EXHIBITION OF LARGER SCALE (INTERNATIONAL) – VIENNA 1881.
• 10 LARGE PHILATELIC EXHIBITIONS BEFORE THE YEAR 1900
• 1924 IN HAGUE – LABEL  SHOWING A LETTER-CARRYING PIGEON

FIRST AERO SOCIETY IN USA 1913 
CLOSED AFTER TWO YEARS. 
AERO PHILATELIC CLUB OF LONDON
AMERICAN AIR MAIL SOCIETY SOON 
100 YEARS
AIR MAIL MAGAZINES FROM 1923



THE DEVELOPMENT OF AERO COMMISSION
• DISCUSSIONS WITHIN THE FIP- COMMISSION (AND FISA)
• «A CLASS WITH LOTS OF PHILATELIC «MADE-UP» - ITEMS – FFC ETC.»
• TRAD + POSTAL HISTORY HAVE DEVELOPED INTO RESEARCH AND DEEP 

DIVE/ NARROW SCOPE – SPECIAL STUDIES AND LOCAL POSTAL HISTORY
• THE NEED OF INCLUDING PROPER MATERIAL.
• THE NEED OF ADDING RESEARCH AND PERSONAL STUDIES TO AERO CLASS.
• CHANGE OF JUDGING FROM «WALLET-SIZE» = EXPENSIVE AND «SCARCE» 

MATERIAL, - INTO COMPOSITION OF EXHIBIT, KNOWLEDGE, NEW ASPECTS 
AND COMMERCIAL AIR MAIL.

• COULD BE COMPARED TO BOTH TRADITIONAL OR POSTAL HISTORY – BUT 
ALL HAPPENS «IN THE AIR».



QUALIFICATIONS FOR JURY WORK AT EXHIBITIONS
• 1. JURY APPRENTICE AT REGIONAL SHOW – MUST HAVE OWN EXHIBIT
• 2. QUALIFICATION AS JUROR IF PASSED EXAM- JURY LEADER DECIDES
• 3. NEED FOR OWN EXHIBIT TO PASS QUALIFICATION LIMIT
• 4. AT LEAST 2 TIMES JUROR AT REGIONAL SHOWS BEFORE   

APPRENTICESHIP AT NATIONAL SHOWS
• 5. NATIONAL APPRENTICESHIP – TOUGHER EXAM THROUGH TEAM LEADER 

AND HIGHER DEMANDS FOR OWN EXHIBIT.
• 6. AT LEAST 2 - 3 NATIONAL SHOWS AS JUROR BEFORE APPLICATION FOR 

INTERNATIONAL APPRENTICESHIP
• 7. INTERNATIONAL APPRENTICESHIP – JUDGING THREE TO FIVE EXHIBITS –

ORAL EXAM BY TEAM LEADER – FIP BOARD DECIDES AFTER 
RECOMMANDATION FROM TEAM LEADER + CODE OF CONDUCT!!!!



COMPOSITION OF A JURY
• GROUPS OF 2-4 JURY MEMBERS FOR EACH CLASS
• TEAM LEADER
• QUALIFICATIONS IN THE CLASS
• DEMAND TO PREPARE BEFORE THE EXHIBITION
• FOR SMALL CLASSES – JURY MEMBERS FINISHING EARLY PASS OVER 

TO ANOTHER CLASS IN WHICH THEY ARE QUALIFIED.
• OF COURSE – DISCUSSIONS WITHIN THE GROUP – ALWAYS 

REGARDING JUDGING RULES AND FACTS. BIASES ARE NOT 
ALLOWED! THERE IS NO ARGUMENT «I DO NOT LIKE»

• LEVELLING BETWEEN THE GROUPS – PRECIDIUM OF THE JURY AND 
TEAM LEADERS DISCUSSIONS IF NEEDED



-SO LET US GO BACK, PRIOR TO THE 80-IES.
• THE TITLES INDICATED BELOW MAY GIVE SOME MEANING TO THE OPINION 

STATED ON THE PREVIOUS SLIDE:
• «A COLLECTION OF PIONEER AIRMAILS» (YEARS? – WHICH AREAS?)
• «THE ZEPPELIN FLIGHTS TO SOUTH AMERICA» (CATALOGUE EXHIBIT?)
• «NORWEGIAN FIRST FLIGHT COVERS» (WHERE IS PERSONAL STUDY?)
• «CATAPULT FLIGHTS» (DETAILED CATALOGUE WITH ALL POSTAL MARKINGS?)
• «ITALIAN FLIGHT SHOWS» (WHERE ARE THE FLOWN CARDS?)

• All these titles do not specify the actual periode, possibility of the study of
routes and rates, which is now considered important for the most important
points on the form: KNOWLEDGE – AND TREATMENT.



AND THE CONSEQUENCES FOR THE EXHIBITOR?
• THE INTRO-PAGE MUST BE VERY PRECISE!
• DESCRIPTION OF THE SCOPE AND THE PERIOD OF TIME (YEARS!)
• WHY? AND HOW?
• THE TEXTING USED TO ENHANCE/ MARK OUT IMPORTANT ITEMS
• DIVIDE INTO CHAPTERS (IF NEEDED) WITH CLEAR REFERENCES BY HEADING
• STUDIES AND OWN RESEARCH (LITERATURE REFERENCES)
• THE EXIBITOR IS THE EXPERT ON THE THEME – PLEASE HELP THE JURY TO 

UNDERSTAND……….
• A WELL DISPOSED INTRO-PAGE WILL ALWAYS GIVE EXTRA POINTS ON 

TREATMENT, AS WELL AS HELPING THE EXHIBITOR TO FOLLOW THE «RED 
THREAD» AND CHOSING THE BEST ITEMS TO ILLUSTRATE THE STORY.



THE JURY FORM IN A SIMPLE WAY BY POINTS

• TREATMENT MAX 20 POINTS
• IMPORTANCE MAX 10 POINTS
• KNOWLEDGE AND RESEARCH MAX 35 POINTS
• QUALITY MAX 10 POINTS
• RARITY MAX 20 POINTS
• PRESENTATION MAX 5 POINTS 
• = TOTALLY 100 POINTS 
• (WHICH HAS NEVER BEEN GIVE TO AN EXHIBITOR!)



THINK OF YOUR EXHIBIT AS A NOVEL
• CONCISE TITLE – TAKE YOUR TIME TO DECIDE
• BEGINNING –STORYLINE – ENDING
• CLOSE RELATION BETWEEN THE TITLE AND WHAT IS IN THE EXHIBIT
• HOLD ON TO THE STORYLINE AND ILLUSTRATE YOUR NOVEL BY USING 

PHILATELIC ITEMS
• REMEMBER «FLOWN ITEMS»
• USE ENOUGH TIME TO MAKE UP YOUR INTRO PAGE. VERY 

IMPORTANT
• IT IS MORE IMPORTANT TO USE TIME AND BRAIN THAN THE WALLET.



IMABA 1948 BASEL – AERO CLASS:
• TRANS-PACIFIC-AIRMAIL FIRST FLIGHT COVERS 1935-47
• FLUGPOST – ZEPPELIN SAMMLUNG
• AIRMAIL – FIRST FLIGHT COVERS AND ZEPPELIN POST
• FLUGPOST – RAKETENPOST (RAKETENBELEGE VON ZWÖLF LÄNDER)
• AIRMAIL – AIR STAMPS FROM THE WHOLE WORLD
• POSTE AERIENNE (DU MONDE ENTIER)
• UNITED STATES (AIR MAIL MINT, BLOCKS AND SINGLES)
• FLUGPOST (VOLLSTÄNDIGE SAMMLUNG VON DÄNEMARK)
• LUFTPOSTSAMMLUNG (BALLONPOST / GORDON-BENNETT FLÜGE / 

LUFTPOST AM MAIN UND RHEIN 1912)



LONDON 1980 – AERO CLASS
• 2 AERO EXHIBITS IN HONOUR CLASS – 65 EXHIBITS IN COMPETITION.
• «THE DORNIER DO-X»
• «AIRMAILS OF BRITISH BORNEO»
• «AIRLETTERS AND AEROGRAMMES OF GREAT BRITAIN»
• «CANADIAN PIONEER AND SEMI-OFFICIAL AIR MAIL 1911-34»
• «USA INTERRUPTED FLIGHT COVERS (CRASH-MAIL)»
• «GREAT BARRIER ISLAND PIGEON POST 1897-1908»
• «PERU AIR MAIL – THE FIRST 25 YEARS 1927 – 1952»
• STILL LOTS OF FIRST FLIGHTS – NOT COHERENT STORIES – SHOWING 

«GEMS OF AIRMAIL» - BUT MUCH BETTER THAN PREVIOUSLY



THE REVISION OF REGULATIONS BY EGIL THOMASSEN

• EQUALIZING THE AERO CLASS WITH OTHER CLASSES.
• REGARDING AERO AS «DEVELOMPENT OF AIR MAIL SERVICES AND 

COLLECTION OF DOCUMENTS PERTAINING TO  SUCH DEVELOPMENT» 
= THE WORD DEVELOPMENT IS IMPORTANT – THE WORD 
DOCUMENTS IS IMPORTANT

• MOVING THE CLASS CLOSER TO «POSTAL HISTORY IN THE AIR»
• THE ADHESIVE STAMPS REGARDING AIR MAIL COME MORE INTO THE 

BACKGROUND
• FOCUS ON «ITEMS FLOWN»
• LESS FOCUS ON PHILATELIC CONSTRUCTED MATERIAL.
• OPENING A NEW DOOR FOR EXHIBITORS (PERSONAL STUDY!)



THE CONSEQUENSES OF THE REGULATIONS
• COLLECTORS SEE NEW POSSIBILITIES.
• SMALLER SCOPE OF EXHIBIT GETS A CHANCE TO ACHIEVE HIGHER POINTS-

MARKINGS THAN PREVIOUSLY.
• STORY-TELLING INSTEAD OF «MIXED PICKLES» (QUOTE FROM DA SILVEIRA)
• TREATMENT OF EXHIBIT BECOMES MUCH MORE IMPORTANT DURING THE 

JUDGING.
• KNOWLEDGE AND PERSONAL STUDY (35 PTS) BECOMES MORE DIFFICULT 

BECAUSE A «CATALOGUE EXHIBIT» DO NOT SHOW MUCH KNOWLEDGE. THE 
EXHIBITS ALSO GIVE A MUCH BIGGER CHALLENGE TO THE JURY!!!

• LESS FOCUS ON STAMPS – STILL POSSIBLE TO DO A STUDY ON THE 
ADHESIVE STAMPS FOR AIR MAIL.



CLASSES IN FIP EXHIBITIONS
• 12 CLASSES WITHIN FIP – INCLUDING THE TWO LATEST, 

MODERN PHILATELY AND OPEN PHILATELY
• AREO- EXHIBITS MUST BE WRITTEN UP AND CONSTRUCTED 

ACCORDING TO THE FIP-RULES AND REGULATIONS
• TRANSFER TO OTHER CLASSES MAY APPEAR ONLY WHEN THE 

EXHIBIT GETS MORE POINTS IN ANOTHER CLASS.

•NB – EXHIBITORS MUST READ THE 
REGULATIONS!!!!



HOW TO PREPARE FOR THE JUROR
• BY READING THE INTROPAGE (AND EVENT. SYNOPSIS) THE JUROR MAY 

HAVE AN IMPRESSION OF:
• WHAT IS THE SCOPE?
• WHAT IS THE STORY-LINE?
• WHICH ITEMS WILL I FIND IN THE EXHIBIT ACC. TO SCOPE / INTROPAGE?
• WHICH ITEMS ARE SCARCE WITHIN THE SCOPE?
• ARE THERE ANY «KEY ITEMS» WITHIN THE SCOPE?
• IF THIS IS AN EXHIBIT OF A «NEW» AREA – WHAT IS THE GRADE OF OWN 

STUDY AND RESEARCH?
• WHICH LITERATURE HAS BEEN USED BY THE EXHIBITOR?



PREPARATIONS FOR A JUROR PRIOR TO EXHIBITION
• ACCESS TO LIBRARY
• HAVING OWN LIBRARY WITH RELEVANT 

LITERATURE
• ALWAYS MAKING NOTES AFTER READING 

THROUGH THE INTRODUCTION PAGE IN 
DETAIL – COMPARING TO REGULATIONS 
IN THE CLASS

• STUDYING SYNOPSIS IF AVAILABLE

A WELL-DONE INTROPAGE BY KOSMALA ON THE 
AIR MAIL OF POLISH TERRITORIES, LG AT 
FINLANDIA 2017 



HOW MAY THIS BE DONE?
• NUMEROUS ATTEMPTS TO MAKE A «STORY-LINE»
• NUMEROUS ATTEMPTS OF MAKING AN INTRODUCTION SHEET
• NUMEROUS ATTEMPTS TO ACCOMODATE TO FIP REGULATIONS

• IMPORTANCE / TREATMENT
• QUALITY / RARITY
• PRESENTATION
• KNOWLEDGE / RESEARCH

THE REGULATION DEMANDS THE FOLLOWING 
INTROPAGE:
DESCRIBING PURPOSE OF EXHIBIT
TIME LIMITATIONS (FROM – TO)
HOW IS THIS DONE?
WHAT ARE THE ITEMS ILLUSTRATING YOUR STORY
HOW DO YOU MARK OUT SPECIFIC IMPORTANCE



TREATMENT
• Intropage is important: 

Showing WHAT?
• How do I do it.
• Short description of scope.
• Historical background.
• Purpose of exhibit
• Division in sections/ chapters
• Bibliography
• Own research
• MARK IMPORTANT ITEMS.



INTRO 
in A -3



DEVELOPMENT THROUGH THE STORY.
• INDICATION ON INTRO-SHEET OF CHAPTERS AND SUBCHAPTERS
• LET THE JUROR KNOW AT ALL TIMES WHERE TO FIND THE STORY-LINE 

BY THE DIVISION INTO CHAPTERS
• DO NOT LEAVE THE STORYLINE BY PUTTING IN AN ITEM «NOT 

BELONGING» EVEN IF IT IS SCARCE.
• THE WORD DEVELOPMENT IS ESSENTIAL TO TREATMENT IN AERO
• GO THROUGH THE EXHIBIT WITH «NEW EYES» – TO SEE IF THE 

CHAPTERS/ SUBCHAPTERS/STORY-LINE ARE COHERENT
• ARE THERE DIFFICULT PERIODS OMITTED?
• IS THE BALANCE BETWEEN THE PERIODS OK?



WHAT ITEMS TO NOT INCLUDE
• ITEMS NOT BELONGING TO THE STORY-LINE
• ITEMS NOT ADDING INFORMATION TO THE STORY-LINE
• POOR QUALITY NOT SHOWING INFORMATION THAT IS ESSENTIAL, 

SMUDGY CANCELLATIONS/ DEFECT STAMPS ETC.
• INFORMATION OBVIOUS TO ALL 
• CONCENTRATE ON THE «HIDDEN» INFORMATION – DATES DEFINING 

CERTAIN PERIODS – CHANGE OF ROUTES – EXPANSIONS OF ROUTES 
- RATE PERIODS

• YOU AS AN EXHIBITOR HAVE TO INFORM THE JURY WHERE TO LOOK –
WHERE TO FIND THE KEY ITEMS 



FORWARDED AIR MAIL 1929 - 1945.

Combination of air and surface transport of mail on Intercontinental/ International routes.

• The structure of the exhibit:

I:             The first international commercial air routes 1929 - 1935.                                   

• Imperial Airways to Asia and South Africa including Feeder Services

• PANAM FAM-routes with cancellations New York, Pre- Pacific route FAM-14. 

• French routes (Air Orient / CGA / Air France/ Aeromaritime/ Air Afrique)

• KLM route to Netherlands Indies

• Transport by air within one continent / surface mail between continents.

II. Air routes up to 1939 and the first North Atlantic commercial route, including German, Belgian and Italian routes.           

•

III.  Pre-War and WWII 1939-45- redirection of air mail routes and censorship.    

• Horse-shoe route, South Atlantic route, routes to avoid occupied areas.

The first purpose of this exhibit is to show the postal cancellations when there has been a combination of Air / Surface transport, 
and there is a postal cancellation of the air mail label. The second purpose of the exhibit is based on showing the development of the 
intercontinental air routes, by using air mail which has been cancelled as illustrations to the concept. 
These cancellations are called “minor air mail markings” and can be traced to the specific terminal where the air transport ended. 
The cancellations will be described according to use, type and time of use.

These cancellations are called “minor air mail markings” and can be traced to the specific terminal where the air transport ended. 
The cancellations will be described according to use, type and time of use.



TREATMENT AND IMPORTANCE

• APPROPRIATE MATERIAL – STRICTLY RELATED TO THE TITLE OF THE 
EXHIBIT (= BE VERY CHOOSY TO FIND THE CORRECT TITLE)

• THE SCALE WEIGHT MAY BE USED HERE.
IMPORTANCE MAY BE MEASURED BY THE FOLLOWING 
CRITERIAS:
BROAD SPECTRE GEOGRAPHICALLY
CONTAINING PIONEER PERIODE
CONTAINING EARLY COMMERCIAL MATERIAL
CONTAINING KEY ITEMS FOR THE ACTUAL SCOPE
AN EARLY PERIOD IS GENERALLY MORE IMPORTANT THAN A 
MODERN
A LONG PERIOD IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN A SHORT ONE.
IS THIS EXHIBIT THE MOST IMPORTANT WITHIN THE SCOPE?



THE WEIGHT SCALE OF THE FIRST CRITERION
• AN IMPORTANT SCOPE (EX. EARLY COLOMBIAN AIRMAIL) MAY GIVE 

POINTS FOR IMPORTANCE – LOW POINTS FOR TREATMENT IF KEY 
ITEMS ARE MISSING. (EARLY LABELS/ THE FIRST SCADTA-ISSUES ETC.)

• A LESS IMPORTANT SCOPE – (EX. AIR MAILS OF NEW CALEDONIA) –
MAY GIVE LESS POINTS IN IMPORTANCE, BUT MUCH MORE POINTS IN 
TREATMENT = THE SUM BETWEEN THE TWO MAY BE MUCH HIGHER.

• THERE ARE LOTS OF SCOPES WITHIN AIRMAIL STILL TO BE ATTACKED 
BY EXHIBITORS. THE LATEST EXHIBITIONS ARE ALL SHOWING THE 
SAME TENDENCIES, WITH «NEW» POINTS OF VIEW.

• USE YOUR PHANTASY WHEN CHOOSING SCOPE FOR EXHIBIT!!!



MORE ON TREATMENT ( max 20 points)
• Why the specific beginning of the story?
• Do you have a specific postal or historical ending which falls naturally

into your storytelling?
• Can your exhibit be «read» fluently and diagonally?
• Are the important «key-items» present? (not the most expensive-

remember the jury is looking at the WHOLE story)
• Is there balance between the chapters / segments, or are some

periodes dominating?
• WHAT IS A KEY – ITEM?



IMPORTANCE (max 10 pts)
• Importance has now been divided in 2 x 5 points. 5 of the points are

for the whole scope in world philately (France / GB / Germany are
more important than Armenia / Paraguay and Faroe Islands). A long
periode is more important than a shorter one etc.

• The other 5 points are for your specific topic – is this exhibit one of
the best of its kind.

• This means that for London 2022 Jugoslavia and New Caledonia 
(small «unimportant» areas) both received a gold medal.

• LATI – 2 years and 3 months (very short periode) for South America 
got a gold.



London
2022

Intro-page
for Large 
Gold



London 2022

NARROW 
SCOPE - BUT 
THE FIRST 
SUSTAINED AIR 
MAIL SERVICE. 
BEST IN AERO 
CLASS



LONDON 
2022

TOP POINTS 
FOR 
RESEARCH 
AND 
KNOWLEDGE



KNOWLEDGE AND RESEARCH.

•The top note on the jury form – max 35 points
• Description and analysis – MUST KNOW: Routes and rates / air 

company / all postal markings related to the item concerning air mail 
(jusqu’a marking / OAT / minor air mail markings / routings)

• NICE TO KNOW: Additional markings related to development
• Which items has been used to illustrate the information?
• Eventual historical background / WHY?
• Pointing out KEY ITEMS (for rarity/ extraordinal circumstances)
• Related information.
• Do not be shy to inform about own research (Articles / monographs)



HOW TO USE INFORMATION
• AN ITEM FOR 

ANALYSIS:



UPU CONGRESS LONDON 1929. HISTORICAL BASIS.
• ART. 6 PT. 1.: REDIRECTION OF AIR MAIL TO NEW ADDRESS IS DONE BY 

SURFACE MAIL
• ART.6 PT.2: IF REDIRECTION OR RETURN IS EFFECTED BY ORDINARY MEANS, 

THE «PAR AVION» LABEL AND EVERY NOTATION RELATIVE TO THE 
TRANSMISSION BY THE AIR ROUTE MUST BE CANCELLED OFFICIALLY BY 
MEANS OF TWO HEAVY TRANSVERSE LINES.

• = THE THEME FOR THIS EXHIBIT – HENCE A START IN 1929 – AS THE OFFICIAL 
DECISION RELATES TO THE CONGRESS PAPERS

• SOME EXCHANGE OFFICES MADE «CANCELLERS» FOR THIS PURPOSE WHICH 
ARE DUMB / MAINLY NO DATES OR INDICATIONS OF PLACE OF USE.



EXAMPLES OF PAGES / THE LUCKY STRIKE /KEY ITEM 
• FORWARDED AIR 

MAIL BY SURFACE 
TRANSPORT

• THE ONLY 
EXAMPLE OF THE 
RESERVE TRANS-
AFRICAN ROUTE

• AN EXAMPLE 
FROM CHINA



MORE EXAMPLES /WRITE-UP/ MAY BE USED  IN SEVERAL EXHIBITS

• ITEM FOR 
ANALYSIS: FRONT PAGE

REVERSE SIDE
WHICH MAIN CHAPTER 
OF THE EXHIBIT

SUBCHAPTER

ANALYSIS OF THE ITEM



HOW TO USE CHAPTERS / SUB-CHAPTERS
• MAKE A STRINGENT

DEFINITION OF THE 
SCOPE

• DEFINE THE WHOLE 
PERIOD BY POSTAL 
CRITERIA – OR ROUTE 
CRITERIONS

• DEFINE SUBCHAPTERS 
WITHIN THE SCOPE –
AND MENTION WHY.



DLH AND THE CIVIL WAR IN SPAIN
• DURING THE 

CIVIL WAR IN 
SPAIN DLH 
WAS THE 
ONLY 
«OUTSIDE» 
AIRLINE.



SOME MYSTERIES TO BE SOLVED
• WHY MARSEILLES 

BETWEEN DENMARK 
AND FAROE 
ISLANDS?

• WHY REFUNDING OF 
BRITISH AIR FEE?



QUALITY
• MAX 10 points
• Always regarded for which type of item
• A War-Time cover with several Censorships will not be deducted in points
• Thin «aero-paper» in difficult to find in good quality
• FFC was «taken care of» by philatelists – should always be nice!
• Commercial covers have been treated by postal treatment – this is more 

difficult to find in good quality than FFC’s
• For recovered mail the postmarks should be in good quality
• QUALITY IS A RELATIVE POINT ON THE JURY FORM!



QUALITY: SHOULD THIS COVER BE INCLUDED?
• Commercial reg. cover
• Norway - Iran
• Correct rate 
• Censored in Cairo
• Dated 1949
• ONLY COVER SENT FROM 

NORWAY WITH A.V.2-
MARKING (so far)

• (From own exhibit)



RARITY – ALSO RELATIVE
• Max 20 POINTS
• Rarity in relation to what?
• World rarity (Money-money money!!!)
• Rarity in relation to the scope of the exhibit (PATIENCE and KNOWLEDGE is 

needed to wait for the correct items)
• BACK TO KEY-ITEMS – (counts for both importance and rarity)
• Difficulty of acquisition – items «hard to find» which are those that never 

pops up at actions – but you may find in a dealers box. KNOWLEDGE!
• Some items may reach high in rarity even if it is not heavy covers with

classical stamps. Point them out for the juror!!!!



THE MOST IMPORTANT KEY-ITEM OF THE EXHIBIT
• THE FORMS IN 

USED CONDITION 
ARE EXTREMELY 
DIFFICULT TO FIND, 
THEY WERE 
USUALLY NOT KEPT 
IN ARCHIVES AND 
INSTEAD THROWN 
AWAY.

• (From my AV2-
exhibit)

DESPATCHES OF 
«OPEN MAIL» I.E. 
NOT ENOUGH TO 
USE A MAIL BAG

ONLY THE TOP 
COVER RECEIVED 
THE MARKING 
A.V.2



WHY WAS THIS A KEY ITEM?
• Collection AV2 items since 1987 – loooong time
• Unused forms are not scarce
• Used form were thrown into the garbage and are VERY scarce
• During four years in sequence NO ITEMS WERE FOUND to fit in the

exhibit – not a single cover of interest.
• This used paper illustrates the absolute whole idea with A.V.2-forms 

and the postal use
• Found on E-bay!
• The irony: Sold by a Swedish dealer I know well.



PRESENTATION
• Even if it is «only» 5 points max – it is very important.
• The jury ALWAYS searches to find a first impression to get an idea of

«HOW DOES IT LOOK»
• A poor «first impression» gives an idea that «this exhibitor doesn’t

care too much for the exhibit»
• Just a tip: Put the 16 sheets on the floor – get up on a chair the get

not just a look, but a view and ask yourself: HOW DOES IT LOOK? IS 
ANYTHING «STANDING OUT»? DOES IT GIVE A SENSE OF HARMONY? 
ARE THE ITEMS LOOKING GOOD – IS IT IN BALANCE?

• TAKE YOUR TIME!!!!!



CONCLUSIONS
• USE BRAIN AND PHANTASY INSTEAD OF WALLET 
• TELL THE JURY THE STORY YOU WILL TELL, USING PRESENTATION –

ANALYSIS – CHOISE OF ITEMS – YOU ARE THE EXPERT IN YOUR AREA.
• WORST CASE: YOU GET A JURY WHO DO NOT UNDERSTAND 

ANYTHING (NOT LIKELY!)
• BEST CASE: YOU GET A JURY WITH EDUCATION WITHIN YOUR SCOPE
• EVEN SO: TELL THE JURY YOUR STORY - DEFINED BY YOURSELF –

USING RESEARCH AND KNOWLEDGE. IMPRESS THE JURY BY DOING A 
GOOD JOB.

• THE NEW REGULATIONS HAVE GIVEN ROOM FOR INVESTIGATION IN 
NEW AND UNKNOWN AREAS.



MORE CONCLUSIONS
• THE JURY IS ALWAYS JUDGING WHAT THEY SEE IN THE FRAMES
• REMEMBER: YOU CAN ONLY BUY QUALITY AND RARITY.
• THE REST OF THE CRITERIAS ARE FOR THE BRAIN: PRESENTATION 

(ESTETHIC SENSE AND SKILL ON COMPUTER PROGRAMS)
• KNOWLEDGE AND RESEARCH – BRAIN BY COMBINING 

MONOGRAPHS/ CATALOGUES/ HISTORICAL FACTS/HIDDEN 
KNOWLEDGE WITHIN ARCHIVES WITH YOUR ITEMS AND STORYLINE

• TREATMENT- AGAIN BRAIN + PEDAGOGICAL SENSE BY EXPLAINING 
YOUR EXHIBIT THE BEST WAY POSSIBLE.

• USE MUCH TIME FOR THE TITLE AND THE INTRO-PAGE!!!!!




